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Sarah Wigglesworth Architects is
interested in an architecture which employs
ordinary, readily-available materials in inter-
esting new ways, and in exploring innovative
design and aesthetic strategies for sustainable
building. Each of our buildings looks very dif-
ferent because our work is informed by a wide
range of influences driven by a theorisation
of the issues which are unique to the project.
Our working process is informed by a range of
influences including collaborative approaches,
art practice, literature, craft, ecology, vernacu-
lar knowledge and many other sources.

Our approach to sustainable design is
based on using resources wisely and frugally.
We consider landscape, climate and building
to be a symbiotic whole. We aim not to rely on
expensive technical solutions that are difficult
to maintain and that become obsolete quickly.
Sustainability is the single most important
ethical issue facing architects today and the
most interesting challenge of the modern era.

We think everyone, in the most everyday
of circumstances, deserves a built environ-
ment which is high quality & stimulating and
which accornmodates diverse ways of living.
This includes the public realm as much as the
private. Our work aims to posit new architec-
tural models which address current social and
cultural agendas. Architecture is increasingly
becoming a knowledge-led activity and our
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To apyLTeKTovIKG ypadelo Sarah Wig-
glesworth Architects evSlapépetal yia pa
QPYITEKTOVIKT] TIOV ¥proLpomiolel Kovd Kal dpeoa
Stabéoipia LMKA pe véoug Kat eviladépovieg
TPOTIOVG, Kad®G Kal yia Tn diepedvnon
KAIVOTOHOV OTPATNYIKOV VIIZALY Kal alodnuikig
yia pia BLootpn okodoptkr Spaotmpidmra. Ta
KtipLd pag siadgépovy moAv petagd Toug yiatin
SovAeid plag enmpedgetal and v enegepyaocia
TOV [ovadik®v SeSopévnv Tov Kdde épyou.

H epyaotaxr] pag npoogyylon mepthapBavel
ETIPPOEC ATIO CUVEPYATIKES TIPAKTIKEC, TNV TEXVT
Kkat T hoyoteyvia, v otkohoyia, T xeipoteyvia
Kal T Aaixr} codia kat and nmoArég AMeG Tmyéc.

To BLOOLLO VTIZALY TO TPOCEYYIZOUpE
[éoa ard Tn GLVETT] Kal OIKOVOLLKT] Xpjon Tev
TIOPWV. AVTILETOTIZOVE To ToTtlo, To KAlpa
Kal v oKoSor| g éva oLUPLOTIKG abvoho.
Aev Baoigdpacte ot Sanavnpég TEXVIKEG AIOELS
TIov eival SUCKOAEC 01| CUVTIPT|OT] Kal ouvVTopa
genepviodvtatl, H Bioopdmra elvat to mio
onpavTiKd péAnpa Tov oVyXPovou apXITEKTOVA
Kal 1) 1o evdladépovoa TPOKANOT| TNG ONUEPIVIIG
ETIOXT|G.

ITiotedoupe 6Tt GAOL, aKOWT Kal OTIG
Tio Kalrnpepvég ouverkeg, afizouv éva
Sopnpévo reptPdAlov vPNATIG TTIoLdTITAE TIoV
va &ivel epedlopata kal va xaAorret moAovg
SagopeTiotg Tpdmoug Zwng. AvTto TEpihapPavel
1600 Tov 8Mpdolo 600 Kal ToV IBLOTIKG XHpo.
L16Y06 NG ovAeldg pag elvar va mpoteivoupe
véa apyLteKTovikd LovTéAa Tov va KaAumTowy ta
TPEXOVTA KOWWVIKA Kal TOATLOTIKA gnTjpata.

H apytextoviki yivetal 6o Kat 1o roAl pa
SpaotpidTiTa actopévn otn yvaoon, Kat
enadr pag Le maverotuakd epeuviikd
KévTpa pag Sivel pa povadiki evkaipia va
avartEOLLE TIPWTOTIOPLAKES AVOELS TTOV
yEpuphvouv ta Gpla petafl fewpiag xat mpdgng.

H xahn] apyitektoviki| nnydger and m
ouvvepyaoia kai Baoizetal otV Kawotopia xat
mv ikavétnta va akobel Kavels mapd oty
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Sarah Wigglesworth

links with university research departments
provides a unique opportunity to develop
cutting-edge solutions within and between
theory and practice.

Good architecture arises out of collabora-
tion and depends on listening and innovation
rather than the imposition of dogma. Our
work feeds on the contributions made to archi-
tecture by clients and users, other branches of
architectural research, consultants and related
disciplines, and we develop appropriate work-
ing methods in relation to each project’s de-
mands. In particular the practice is committed
to promoting better representation of women
in the profession.

The Straw House at no. 9 Stock Orchard
Street, Islington, designed by the London-
based firm of Sarah Wigglesworth Architects,
is intended to serve as a model of sustainable
design in an urban context and showcases
some innovative spatial and formal solu-
tions to housing design. The living areas are
designed for flexible living patterns, while the
bedroom wing is like a warm cocoon wrapped
by a protective wall of straw— a cheap and
recyclable material which is insulative and has
low embodied energy. A five-storey tower lined
with books rises through the roof and has a
reading room at the top; the tower promotes
natural ventilation. The roof of the house is
planted with wild flowers and is irrigated with
rainwater,

The project also includes a large studio
office (no. 10 Stock Orchard Street) in response
to the growing need for hybrid house/office
spaces in today's cities. The office fronts a rail-
way line and is faced in sandbags for acoustic
protection; these are filled with sand, lime
and cement, which was intended to turn (and
has turned) into concrete blocks in the shape
of the sandbags.

The design uses passive energy prin-
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eriBodr} Soypdtev. H Sovkeld pag tpododoteital
ano TIG CLVELTPOPEG TIPOG TNV APXITEKTOVIKT]

ano Toug MEAATES Kal Toug ¥p1ioTeg, and AAAoug
KAAS0ULG TNG ApXITEKTOVIKT|G £pEuvag Kadmg

ano napepepei TopE(g, Kal avantiooov e

11§ katdAnAeg peb6doug epyaoiag yia g
anartioelg Tov Kade £pyov. To ypadeio npowdel
entlong evepyd T PeyaAdTERT] EKTIPOCATINGT TWV
YUVAlKeV oTo endyyeApa.

To Straw House otov aplé 9 g Stock
Orchard Street oto Islington tov Aovsivov,
OYeESIaopEVO amnd To apXItekToviké ypageio
Sarah Wigglesworth Architects, nipoopizetal
wg nipdturo Puwoipov oxedlacpol yia 1o asTiké
neptBaihov xal embelkviel pia oglpd and
KQIVOTOHEG XWPLKES Kal LopoNoyIKES AVOELS yia
TOV OXeEBLAoPS KaTolKLay. OL XWpot KaBnUepvIig
evblaitnong elval oyedlao|Lévol €101 HoTE va
nipooappdzovtal pe evedlEla oe Siddopoug
TPOTIOUG EWIIG, EVE T) TITEPUYA TWV UMIVOSWPATIDV
gival oav €va Zeotd KouKoVAL TUALypLévo LE évav
TIPOOTATEVTIKG Tolyo ard dyvpo—éva ¢envd Kat
avaKUKADOLLO UNIKG LE LOVOTIKEC LEIOTITES
Kal Yapnad evepyelakd mpodiA, Méoa ané m
otéyn mpoBdiiel évag neviadpodog mopyog/
BLBALOOYK PE avayveaoTiiplo oTnv Kopudr Tov, o
oroiog vioyVEL TavTdXpova Tov Guotkd agpiopd
Tou Ktnpiov. ZTnv opodn) eival putepéveg
ayplodpdovAeg Tou motizovTal pe Bpdyvo vepd.

To €pyo mepthapPdvel kat xopo ypagdeiov,
oto mAaiolo g avEavipevng Tdang yia )
Snovpyia vRPIEIKAY XOpwY Katolkiag kat
epyaociag otig ovyypoveg méAelg. H nipdooyr tou
ypagdeiov BAENEL Tipog Jla o18npoSpopKT] ypapur
Kal PEPEL YOUOVOTIKT] eMEvELoT and toovfdiia
yepATa pe dpplo, aoBEoTn Kal TOLUEVTO: |E ToV
Kalpd ta toovfdMa amoovviiBevtal xal Ta vAkd
TIETPOVOLY OTO apXLKo OXTHa TWY ToouRalmy,

To o}€610 VIoBeTEL TIG apyEg TNG MadNTLKIG
EVEPYELAG, LE TIG TTAEVPEG TOL KTIOWLATOG TIPOG
Ta BA kal BA va eival KaAd [LOVWUEVES JIE
axvpdpnaleg kat tn votia npdoopn VILEVT] e
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Bermondsey Cycle Store
Cycle store exterior
© Mark Hadden

Parking modnAdtwy tou Bermondsey
EEWTENIKN N
© Mark Hadden
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ciples, with the heavily insulated straw bale
wall wrapping around the north-east and
north-west elevations, whilst the south eleva-
tion is glazed to capture heat from the sun.
This side has a light shelf to reflect light deep
into the interior (in winter) and shade the
facade from high level sun (in summer).
Civen the emphasis on sustainability,
materials have been chosen with a view to
limiting their environmental impact and
are natural, recyclable and/or recycled; they
include straw, timber, sandbags, lime, steel
and recycled concrete, all combined to achieve
lower energy and a responsible approach to
resources based on a response to the surround-
ing environment, Water-saving measures
include rainwater collection for irrigating the
roof meadow and feeding toilets and washing
machines, and some of the first composting

valorietdopata wote va feppaivetal and tov
nhLo.

Zto mhaloto g Baptntag mov divetal
0N PLWOLUGTNTA, Ta VAIKA EX0UV ETIAEYEL
HE yV@LOVa Tr JKPT] TepLBarAovTIKT] Toug
emfdpuvon kai ival Gpuolkd Kal avakvkhooipa
1)/ Kal avakukAopéva: repihapBdavouy dxupo,
€0Mo, toovpdAia, aopéotn, atodht Kat
AVAKVKAWLEVO UTETOV Kal ouvSudgovtal £Tol
(DOTE VA TEPIOPLATOVV OL EVEPYELAKES analtjoelg
Kai va 8€cel To €pyo e Tov TiepiBdAlovta Yopo.
Ta pétpa e€olKovopnong vepol iepihapfdvouy
) 6LAAOYT] ToL VepoD TG Ppoyiic yia v
dpdevor g npdovng oTtéyng Kat my
Tpododooia Twv TOVAAETHV Kal Twv TAuvTnploy,
KaBME Kal pla arnd TI¢ TPOTES A0TIKEG EPApUOYES
TWV TOVAAETOV KojLoatonoinong otn Bpetavia,

Qg éva £pyo pe Epdaon otov BLootjio
o¥edlaopd Kal TNV KaTtaoKeLT Kal oTiq

toilets to be used in the UK in an urban situ-
ation.

As a project that focuses on sustainable
design and construction and on innovative
solutions to the challenges of modern urban
living under the current socio-economic condi-
tions, the Straw House & Quilted Office has
a lot in common with the principles behind
the AAQ project. The concepts of durability,
sustainability, expediency and adaptation to
the local climate are central to all traditional
architectures, and particularly so to Greek
architecture which goes back several millen-
nia, while the idea of recycling is especially
relevant in view of the increasing scarcity of
resources, both natural and financial.

IDENTITY. PROFESSIONAL ETHICS
TAYTOTHTA. HOIKH TOY ENATTEAMATOZ

TPWTOTOPLAKEG ADCELG oTa gnTijpata g
auYXPOVNG QOTIKI|G £0T|C LIS TIC OTLEPIVES
KOLVWVIKOOIKOVOLIKES OLVOTIKES, TO Straw
House £)el eldavad riodd kowvd onpela

HE TIG apxeg Tov AAO project. OL VVOLEG

NG QVOEKTIKGTITAG, TNG PLOOLUSTITAS, TN
aglonomong twv S1abéotimv DAKGV Kat TG
TIPOoApoyTiG 0To Totikd KAlpa xouv Kevipiki
0éom oe OAEG TIG TTapadoolakés apyITEKTOVIKEG
Kat ToAY MEPLOOGTEPO OTNV EANNVIKT], TIOU EXEL
nilow g pa wotopia yhietidy: apdAinia, 1 16éa
™G avakvxAwong yiveral ilaitepa kalpia ev el
™G £€AVTATIONG Twv SladéolpLwy dpwy, GLoIKOY
KAl OLKOVOLIKGV,

Heathfield Children’s Centre. View of Children's Centre
from main road. © Mark Hadden.

Kévtpo yia ta Naidid tou Heathfield. Amoyn tou
Kévipou arnd tov Kevipikd dpdpo. © Mark Hadden.
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Ray Park Visitor Centre
View of entrance elevation of Visitor Centre
© Mark Hadden.

Kévipo Emokentov tou Ndpkou Ray
‘Anoin tng avupwpévng £10650u tou Kévipou
Emokentwyv © Mark Hadden.

Stock Orchard Street
View of entrance elevation of Visitor Centre
© Paul Smoothy

Stock Orchard Street
Arroyn tng avupwpévng ei0édou tou Kévtpou
Emokentwv © Mark Hadden,
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